The Cost of the Kingdom!
Matthew 13:44-46

Salvation is free, however the Kingdom is not.  The Kingdom requires  It is available to all but not active in everyone’s life.  Developing a proper understanding of 
We are commanded that our primary pursuit in life is the possession, realization and manifestation of this Kingdom in our lives.

Top Priority above all else
· Matthew 13:44-46
· Matthew 6:33
· Matthew 10:37
· Luke 14:16-27

3 Primary Responsibilities of a citizen in the Kingdom of God:
· Allegiance
· Obedience
· Support of the Kingdom 

These 3 responsibilities are the ingredients that comprise our understanding of the concept of true “worship” or “worth” + “ship.  God declares that worship belongs to HIM exclusively!

Concept of “Commonwealth” – Everything we have is for the common advancement, good and welfare of the Kingdom!  (See Acts 2:44-45).

The first of these “Allegiance” requires the unwavering devotion and submission to (in all respects – mind, body, spirit and our possessions).

Requires our understanding of Stewardship instead of Ownership
When we truly have a Kingdom Consciousness it is easy to yield all “we” have because we do not own anything – it all belongs to God who has distributed what we have to us in stewardship for 
his purposes.
In the Kingdom, there is the concept of “crown land” or “seisen” in which every land owner or lord is really stewarding for the king “his” property.
· 2Cor. 9:8-14
· Job 1:21
· Psalms 24:1

To truly understand the cost of the Kingdom, we must abandon our concept or understanding of what we consider to be “fair” or “right”.  

Concept of Fairness is contrary to Kingdom Consciousness:
· Luke 19:24-26 
· Matthew 25:28-30
· Last will be first and the first will be last

Requires the submission and yielding of everything:
· Mark 10:17-25 – Rich Young Ruler
· Philippians 3:7-8 – Paul gave it all up

Whole Scripture Text:

Matthew 13:44-46
44 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

Mark 10:17-25
[bookmark: c][bookmark: d][bookmark: e]Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" 18 So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 19 You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Do not defraud,' 'Honor your father and your mother.' " 20 And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth." 21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." 22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!" 24 And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." … 28 Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You." 29 So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal life.

Philippians 3:7-8
But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

Matthew 8:21-22 - Then another of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." 22 But Jesus said to him, "Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead."

Matthew 10:37
He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

Luke 14:16-27
Then He said to him, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are now ready.' 18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.' 19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.' 20 Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.' 22 And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.' 23 Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.' " 25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate (refuses to let go of- per the Message Bible) his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

Luke 19:24-26 –
24 And he said to those who stood by, 'Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.' 25 (But they said to him, 'Master, he has ten minas.') 26 For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

Matthew 25:28-30
28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
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