Spiritual Warfare:  Warfare in the Kingdom


From the beginning of the history of mankind, he has been involved in spiritual warfare. The Bible, in the Old and more pointedly in the New Testament, has been engrossed in an ongoing battle for rule over the “earth”. This warfare is ongoing due to the combatants vying for rule over the same territory, each claiming a right to it. However, this battle will not be won using conventional methods of warfare, but our warring with understanding and according to God’s pattern. Any battle against God is not a battle, but a resistance. In every instance it is a quick and decisive defeat for Satan’s kingdom when fought according to God’s pattern. 

However, perhaps the most diabolical and successful strategy of the Satan has been to convince mankind that he does not exist. This has turned our attention away from the enemy and caused us to turn on one another, or even blame God for our misfortune.  Paul warns that we are not to be ignorant of the enemies scheme, methods or devices.  We must learn to think and war diplomatically, as a representative of a Sovereign, not religiously.
By taking a cursory look at the Gospel of Mark we quickly discover the prevalence of demonic activity and spiritual confrontations with Jesus and His message of the Kingdom.  An important aspect of Jesus’ ministry (as well as ours) is the confrontation and subduing of Satan’s kingdom wherever its influence is found.
· Mark 1:12-13 – Jesus is confronted by Satan himself in the wilderness at the onset of His ministry.
· Mark 1:21-28 – religious demonic in the synagogue confronts and is cast out by Jesus.

· Mark 1:39 – As Jesus traveled teaching in the synagogues, He continued to cast devils out of these religious synagogues members.

· Mark 3:14-15 Jesus commissions the 12 w/specific instructions to preach and cast out demons. (See also Matt 10:7-8, Luke 10:1-2).

· Mark 5:1 – Demonic in tombs.

· Mark 6:7 – Jesus’ Apostolic commission of the 12 Disciples/Apostles: “And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits;”

· Mark 9:38-40 – Disciples failed to cast out demon & Jesus cast it out & reveals there are levels of devils.


Undoing Misunderstandings Concerning our Warfare
· Our job is not to “fight” the devil, but to “resist him” and not give him ground (James 4:7, Luke 4:6).
· The devil is not omnipresent, omnipotent nor omniscient 
· Satan, nor his kingdom, is equal to God or His Kingdom.

· Demons are not afraid of religion, the word (without authority) or church. 
· Satan and his kingdom prefer to go unnoticed and be left alone until the face exposure and/or eviction.  
· All demons are not the same. There are varying ranks which require differing approaches in dealing with them (See and compare Mark 1:21-28 with Mark 9:14-29).

· Not all sickness, physical, mental or emotional problems are a consequence of demons or the devil.  
UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINS OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE
I. THE KINGDOM – Successful warfare is a consequence of understanding the roles and place that angels, demons and man have been assigned within the economy of His spiritual and physical Kingdoms.  
II. THE CITIZENS – (Angels, demons and man). Citizens of God’s Kingdom must be “sons”.  
III. THE CONFLICT – The conflict between kingdoms is over territory / dominion.
To understand spiritual warfare we must be able to embrace and understand the concepts of: 
· Order
· Authority and
· Protocol” 
Order and Authority are two essentials that every believer must understand to be successful in spiritual warfare. Both the kingdom of darkness and God’s Kingdom operate upon these laws. God has ordered His with clearly defined boundaries or spheres of authority. Protocol requires a proper respect and recognition of the order and rank of beings encountered and the proscribed means to handle the differing order of authority we encounter.
	

	




I. KINGDOM = AUTHORITY OVER / IN TERRITORY

Kingdoms are comprised of: (1) The KING/LAW, (2) TERRITORY or domain and (3) CITIZENS
1. King - God is a King of Heaven and Earth
2. Territory/Domain: God assigns every being within His Kingdom designated area of authority
a. Angels - God gave angels specific areas of dominion.
i. Jude 1:6 - “And the angels who did not keep to their kingdom (domain/dominion, position or limits of authority, principality) but went out from the place which was theirs, he has put in eternal chains and in dark night till the great day of the judging.” Bible in Basic English
b. Man - Genesis 1:26, 28 – Dominion mandate
	
	

	

	

	

	3.  Citizens of the Kingdom
Citizens of God’s Kingdom (physical and spiritual) were all created by Him. 
· Angels - (Mal’ak): angels, messenger, ambassadors, representative, to dispatch as a deputy.
i. Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:7, Psalms 33:6. 
ii. SPIRIT
· Man - Genesis 1:26-27, Genesis 2:7. 
i. IMAGE, LIKENESS, SPIRIT, BODY


	II. CITIZENS – of God’s Kingdom are always sons of God: Angels (some now are demons) and Man.
· All are spirit beings who at one point in time shared the title of “sons of God”.

i. Angels - Job 1:6, Genesis 6:1-4,

ii. Man - Luke 3:38, Galatians 4:4-6, Romans 8:14, 

Note: Every Citizen in God’s Kingdom is God gives a defined domain, area of authority or principality.  This name determines their rank and position in the Kingdom.

· Class/Ranking of Angels – Same applies to demons who are fallen angels. This ranking of angels is divided into three hierarchies with three orders under each hierarchy. These are often seen in correlation to the levels of the heavens, with the last heaven’s angels being delegated as those that interact with, care for and fight for man.

First (Highest)
Seraphim - first order (those who see most clearly)
Cherubim - second order (fullness of knowledge)
Thrones - third order (contemplate divine justice)

Second (Middle)
Dominations - fourth order (providence is enacted through them)
Virtues - fifth order (movement of the heavenly bodies)
Powers - sixth order (precise and preserved enactment)

Third (Lowest)
Principalities - seventh order (welfare of human affairs as a whole)
Archangels - eighth order (sharing of higher things to all of mankind)
Angels - ninth order (individual affairs of mankind).


These denominations are illustrated in the following texts:

· Col. 1:16, 2:15

· Roman 8;38

· Ephesians 1:21, 3:10, 6:12

Note: The Lower Third Hierarchy is the one assigned to minister to man.



	

	


III. CONFLICT
Man and Kingdom of Darkness

Motivation and origin for Spiritual Warfare:

The primary motivation and origin of warfare is a consequence of a desire for rule in a kingdom.  Warfare against man was initiated by Satan for the same reason he attempted to overtake God and His Kingdom – envy, jealousy and now hate!  It is held by many scholars, that the fall of Lucifer was precipitated by God’s decision to create man and give him dominion over His physical kingdom ( this is what he himself wanted).
There are several ancient, extra biblical and biblical supports for the earth being populated prior to the introduction of man.
· Genesis 1:27-28

· Revelations 12:9, Luke 10:18

· Ezekiel 28:12-17

Examples of those who disregard Authority, Order and Protocol:

· Acts 19:13-17

· Jude 1:8-10
Understanding Our Authority and Our Enemy:
· World: His authority is over systems and those who yield themselves to him.  He must rely on an earthly conduit or vessel to have power on earth.  

· Earth: The earth belongs to God which He gave dominion of it over to man.  We still have ultimate authority and dominion in the earth.

Satan is the god of this “world” not of the “earth”:

· Genesis 1:26, 28, 
· Ps. 24:1, 115:16. 

· John 12:31, 14;30, 16:11, 
· 2 Cor. 4:4, Eph. 2:2, 6:12
We must understand his authority and mode of operation to be successful. He is given more credit than he deserves due to ignorance and fear. 

Satan does not have all power.  He must operate within the boundaries established by God.

· Genesis 3 – Had to have power given him by man.

· Job 1:1-12, 2:1-6 – Satan ask permission to try Job

· Luke 22:31 – Satan ask permission to sift Peter
· Romans 16:20 – God will crush Satan on “our feet”.

Mode of Operation - 2Cor. 10:3-5 – Always is an attack on the true knowledge of God.

Accusations, deception, lies, temptation, oppression, preoccupation, perception, emotions and our own desires. The enemy and his hosts primary M.O. (contrary to popular belief) is stealth.  The do not want to be discovered and known.  It is said that the greatest triumph the devil has gained upon “the enlightened man” is that he has convinced him that he does not exist.
· 1 Chronicles 21:1, Luke 4:1-13 1Cor. 7:5 - temptation
· Zechariah 3:1-2 - accusations
· Matthew 4:4-10, 16:23 – Rebuke in the name of Jesus / The Lord (order and protocol)
Concession is Conquest

· 1 Chronicles 21:1-3David numbering Israel 

· Matthew 4:1-4 – turn stones to bread
Satan tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread.  Turning stones to bread or multiplying bread was not unlawful in and of itself.  It was the purpose behind it that made it sin (). Jesus supernaturally multiplied bread in a barren place for the multitude and it was a righteous act which demonstrates that the act itself is not wrong in and of itself.  It is the motivation and purpose behind the act that causes it to be sin.

Note: We will notice that the outcome of the warfare was never determined by what someone did with their bodies, but what they possessed and said with their mouths.

SCRIPTURES
Psalm 8:4 What is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him?
Psalm 144:3 O LORD, what is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that You think of him?

1 Chronicles 21:1-3

1Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and to the leaders of the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of them to me that I may know it.”3 And Joab answered, “May the LORD make His people a hundred times more than they are. But, my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s servants? Why then does my lord require this thing? Why should he be a cause of guilt in Israel?”
Ezekiel 28:12-17
"Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "You were the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your covering: The sardius, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes Was prepared for you on the day you were created. "You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you. "By the abundance of your trading You became filled with violence within, And you sinned; Therefore I cast you as a profane thing Out of the mountain of God; And I destroyed you, O covering cherub, From the midst of the fiery stones. "Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings, That they might gaze at you (NKJV).

Isaiah 54:17
No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD (KJV). 
Mark 1:12-13

Immediately the [Holy] Spirit [from within] drove Him out into the wilderness (desert), And He stayed in the wilderness (desert) forty days, being tempted [all the while] by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels ministered to Him [continually].

Luke 4:1-13

1Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.3And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4 But Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’”5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” 8 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” 9 Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: ‘ He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,’ and,  In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’” 13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time. 

Luke 10:19 – “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”
Acts 19:13-17

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches." Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified (NKJV).
Romans 8:38-39

For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2Corinthians 2:11

lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.

2Cor. 10:3-6 – 3
For though we walk (live) in the flesh, we are not carrying on our warfare according to the flesh and using mere human weapons. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], but they are mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of strongholds, 5 [Inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and reasoning’s and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away captive into the obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One), 6 Being in readiness to punish every [insubordinate for his] disobedience, when your own submission and obedience [as a church] are fully secured and complete".

Ephesians 1:21

Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named , not only in this world, but also in that which is to come :

Ephesians 3:10

to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places 

Ephesians 6:12

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,[c]against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 6:10-18

10 In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered through your union with Him]; draw your strength from Him [that strength which His boundless might provides]. 11 Put on God’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which God supplies], that you may be able successfully to stand up against [all] the strategies and the deceits of the devil. 12 For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere. 13 Therefore put on God’s complete armor, that you may be able to resist and stand your ground on the evil day [of danger], and, having done all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place]. 14 Stand therefore [hold your ground], having tightened the belt of truth around your loins and having put on the breastplate of integrity and of moral rectitude and right standing with God, 15 And having shod your feet in preparation [to face the enemy with the firm-footed stability, the promptness, and the readiness produced by the good news] of the Gospel of peace.  16 Lift up over all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon which you can quench all the flaming missiles of the wicked [one]. 17 And take the helmet of salvation and the sword that the Spirit wields, which is the Word of God. 18 Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints (God’s consecrated people).
Colossians 1:16

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.
Colossians 2:15

Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 
Hebrews 2:5-8

5For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.6But one has testified somewhere, saying "WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU REMEMBER HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 7"YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 8YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET " For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.
James 4:7 - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

Jude 1:8-10

Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.
Revelation 12:7-9

7 Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels went forth to battle with the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought. 8 But they were defeated, and there was no room found for them in heaven any longer. 9 And the huge dragon was cast down and out--that age-old serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, he who is the seducer (deceiver) of all humanity the world over; he was forced out and down to the earth, and his angels were flung out along with him.
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