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In Genesis 1 God created a habitable planet for man to live, and filled it with provision that man would need to realize his created purpose.  God gave man a garden in which he was responsible for managing and maximizing its potential.  Within this context, God gives man his work assignment in Genesis chapter 2 and commands him to cultivate/tend and keep this garden.  However, prior to God giving man his specific assignment, He provided him the overall vision for his assignment – which was dominion.  

To understand how God intends for man to work, we must first understand the laws established by God by which: (1) man would approach his work, and (2) his work would be governed. The principle law God established for man’s work, was both an empowerment and a constraint. This principle law is the “Law of Dominion”.  It is an empowerment in that it authorized and empowered man to do whatever he put his mind to do.  It is a constraint in that it effectively limited what God can do for man without his consent.  The Law of Dominion impact every aspect of man’s life in the earth, while directly impacting what God can do for man in the earth.  
The word “dominion” is defined as: having absolute authority or sovereignty over a matter. Man was given complete authority and control over the affairs of man in the earth. God by His own Words proscribed His ability and activity within the affairs of men.  God is a God of His word.  The two cannot be separated from the other. God will not do certain things for man because man has been given complete authority, power and responsibility of doing them himself.  God has provided the provision by populating the earth with all the necessary provision and potential necessary to meet every need he could have.  God cannot and will not break His Word because we are in need.  It is important to remember that God is not moved b our emotions or ours needs. I know this is abrasive to our religious notion that God makes sure that all our needs are met. This is partly true in that He has already done so from the foundation of the world.  These riches are no longer in heaven, but have been planted in the earth for man to enjoy and utilize in his life.  If the religious notion of God being responsible for meeting all our needs was true, then God would be responsible for wiping out world hunger and putting an end to man’s wars. The truth of the matter is: (1) God has already provided more than enough for every need we have from the foundation of the world, and (2) He has given man the responsibility of stewarding and developing and maximizing its potential of what God has provided.  

God is not moved by our needs, but is only obligated to fulfill His Word.   Many have charged that God does not care and doesn’t answer their prayers, as it pertains to their needs.  This is because their prayers need based, not Word based.  Man’s mismanagement of God’s provision does not create a crisis for Him, nor obligate Him to overturn our decisions.  This may sound harsh - but it is the truth.  

This must be remembered as we move forward in our study of the Kingdom.  This law of dominion directly impacts every other law and promise of God in His dealings with man.  The Law of Dominion prohibits God from coming down from heaven and fixing all of our problems such as: world hunger, war and the like.  None of these are God’s will for man, however He turned the earth and the affairs of men over to man; with the expectation that man would be led by God’s Spirit in his government of the earth.  

The Law of Dominion must be kept at the forefront of our minds as we study the Kingdom and its laws that govern our work.  Oftentimes, pray to God for him to do a thing that He has legally restricted Himself from doing because He gave us dominion over the same matter.  God must find a human being who yields their will for God’s will to be done in the earth in order for Him to intervene in the affairs of men.

“Let Them Have Dominion” not “Let Us”
On the sixth day of creation God created man and pronounced over him his assignment in the earth.  Specifically, God said:

 “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing  that creeps on the earth.      (Genesis 1:26)
Man’s primary and overriding assignment in the earth was (and is) Holy Spirit led dominion.  The bestowal of dominion is an empowerment and provision from God for man to fulfill His assignment.  This appointment of dominion identified and authorized man as the instrument of God’s rule in and over the earth. No other being is authorized to dominate in the earth accept “spirit filled mankind”.  God created a place in man whereby He could rule the earth through man’s submitted will, and still maintain the integrity of His Word concerning his appointment of dominion to man.  God never intended for man to have dominion without His direct influence.  Man’s dominion was supposed to be a joint venture.  Man, using his physical body, would submit to God’s will and purposes; thereby causing God’s will to be manifested in the earth.  Man’s dominion, in large part, was due to his ability to be led by God’s indwelling Spirit and his access to God’s mind as he carried out his assignment in the earth.  

This dominion would not be realized through man’s physical ability or strength, but through revelation and his relationship with God.  Dominion can be defined as: “complete authority over domain or territory”.  Having an understanding of dominion is essential to our ability to realize the promises of God in our lives.  Without an understanding of our dominion over the affairs of men in the earth, we will become frustrated with the lack of fulfillment and manifestation we experience in our lives.  The impact and significance of God’s declaration, “let them have dominion” reverberates throughout every aspect of life, including our relationship with God and what He can and will do for us.  More specifically, it places the responsibility of our success and fulfillment in the earth in our hands.  God has already done everything He needs to do in order for our lives to not only be fruitful, but fulfilling.  

God has filled the earth with more than enough resources for every human being’s needs to be met.  The only problem we face is the revelation and wisdom on how to cause what we need to come into our possession.  Possession and provision are not the same thing.  God has provided; therefore our problem is not provision, but how to cause what He has provided for us to come into our possession.  This revelation and wisdom is found in our having and operating in the image and likeness of God, which we will discuss in greater detail later in this book. 

Provision for Dominion

To truly understand the provision that God has given us in His mandate of dominion, we must first understand how it relates to our ability to meet our needs in the earth.  Having complete authority over the earth does not tell us how we are to employ that dominion.  Authority or power without understanding how to release this power is only potential.  Potential is unproductive power.  I believe this is the cause of many well meaning believers frustration.  The power to excel, be fruitful and fulfilled is lying dormant on the inside of them crying out for its release so that it can produce in their lives. The problem is that they do not know how to release this power.  They think by working harder in the world’s system that this will cause their needs to be met, and thereby find fulfillment.  This only results in their disappointment.  Their answer lies in having an understanding of how God intended for us to work and operate in our dominion.  The Law of Dominion ensures that if we uses the provision that God has provided God’s way, it will produces what God intended for the provision to produce in our lives.  God has provided man with several levels and kinds of provision to empower him to have provision.  If we fail to appreciation and recognize the provision that God has provided, we will unnecessarily suffer lack, want and unfulfillment in life. In order for us to gain this provision to manifest in our life, we must understand and appreciate who we are and how God created us to have dominion.  

Man

“Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion …” (Genesis 1:26-28)

Before we look specifically at the different provisions that God has provided, man we must first see ourselves as God sees us.  If fail to see ourselves as God sees us, we will approach our work, as well as attempt to have dominion, from the wrong perspective and will find ourselves defeated and surrounded by lack and insufficiency.  

To begin, man, from God’s perspective is a spirit.  This revelation is important because it dictates how God intended for us to have dominion.  If we were to study Genesis 1:26-28, we discover that God spoke the dominion mandate to man, male and female, prior to giving them there bodies. The Bible says that man was not formed until Genesis 2:7, and woman fashioned from the rib of the man until Genesis 2:21-22.  However, we find God addressing man, male and female, prior to Genesis chapter 2 endowing them with His image and likeness and authorizing them to have dominion.  It must also be noted that God refers to “man” as both male and female.  From God’s perspective, when He speaks of male and female, He is not necessarily speaking of the gender but their purposes; because He sees them both as spirits.  This is seen in the following texts:

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:27)

“This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they were created” (Genesis 5:1-2).

“There is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

God created man in Genesis chapter 1 and manifested (formed and made) him man in Genesis 2.  God constructed their physical bodies, incorporating their biological differences, to enable them to fulfill their creative purposes; to be fruitful, multiply and replenish the earth (Genesis 1:28). 

God created man from His Spirit; but God formed man from the dust of the earth.  This is truth is found in the fact; that when God told Adam if he at of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that he would die (Genesis 2:17), and Adam lived to be over 930 years old (Genesis 5:5).  Did God lie?  Certainly not! God did not lie, neither did Adam escape death.  God saw Adam as a spirit, and when Adam sinned he immediately died spiritually; however it took over 900 years for his body to expire.  Those who are separated from God and then receive Christ as their Savior, are said to be “born again”.  They receive again the Spirit of God which is life. It is this life that empowers us to effectively operate in our dominion and utilize the provision God has provided us. 

Therefore, dominion is not a product of what the body can produce, but what the body possesses.  It is true, that God identified human beings as the conduits for manifestation and dominion in the earth, but it is not what gives them the “power” of dominion.  The body is a means of expressing what cannot be seen.  This is why the spirit world (both good and bad spirits) is always seeking a body whereby they can express themselves.   

Therefore, God seeing man principally as a spirit gives us understanding of how we are to approach our work – as spirits.  This may seem contradictory to many due to the fact that we live in a physical world.  However, our physical world is ruled by unseen principles, laws and realities that determine the outcome of our work.  All physical and seen things are a consequence of that which is spiritual and unseen (Hebrews 11:3b).  By operating as a spirit we become proactive instead of reactive.  We remove ourselves from the influence of the curse upon the ground, and operate from a perspective that is not subject to the curse.  By working from the perspective of our being spiritual men, we are able to utilize our image and likeness to God to do what we can never accomplish through our physical efforts.

Image

A primary provision that God has given man to realize dominion over the earth is the impartation of His “image and likeness”. It is important to note that God gave man His image and likeness before declaring that man had dominion over the earth.  This order cannot be overlooked!  God gave man his assignment of dominion only after He first endowed him with His image and likeness.  The order indicates that our having dominion is contingent upon our operating in God’s image and likeness.  God is a spirit.  When God created man in His image and likeness He endowed man with certain abilities that are characteristic of Himself. 

This is important to understand as we approach our work and pursue our purpose and fulfillment in it.  We must approach life and our work as spiritual men and women who rely upon the spiritual provision that we have been given to exercise dominion over our physical conditions.  Whenever we work from God’s perspective it removes the sweat, toil and frustration from our work.  We literally work above the curse that is upon the ground because we never look to it as our source.

When the Bible says that we were created in God’s image and likeness, it is not being repetitious or redundant.  The words image and likeness carry different but very important meanings as they relate to man’s work.   Specifically, the word used for image in Genesis 1:26 is also translated in the Bible to mean idol.  It carries with it the connotation of being formed to “look like” or to be a “representation of an original”.  This is the essence of our assignment and work in the earth – to be a reflection and representation of God in the flesh.  

As the image of God, spirit filled man is the reflection of God in the earth.  Before the fall, man possessed the glory of God upon him that the creation recognized.  God created His creation to be responsive to His glory.   Creation was responsive to man’s needs and did not require man to labor for what he needed; it was simply provided.  All that God created was created for the purpose of serving man and meeting his needs.  When man wanted an apple, he simply approached the tree and it yielded its fruit.  It was always in season due to there being no curse or hindrance in the world from it fulfilling its created purpose.  

When man fell, he not only spiritually died but, (1) lost his ability to reflect God’s glory and, (2) lost his power over the ground.  Both of these losses had a direct impact on how man would now have to approach meeting his needs.  God cursed the ground and instructed it to withhold from man what it used to provide him freely.  Specifically, the Bible says:

"Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return" (Genesis 3:17-19).

 The ground’s purpose was frustrated by God’s curse, which instructed it to withhold from him its produce until man invested sweat and labor. The ground now resisted man in his effort to be productive instead of providing him with what he needed, as it was originally created to do.  I believe this is what Paul meant when he wrote to the church at Rome, when he said:

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now” (Romans 8:20-22).
Paul is saying that the earth has been waiting to be released from its bondage and futility placed upon it by the curse issued by God.  It can only experience this release upon the arrival of those who bare the glory God upon them or are spirit filled born again sons of God – just as Adam was. 

When the glory was removed from man, he was left to his own effort and strength to be productive.   The ground was authorized to withhold from man its produce due to the curse. The text says that this was the condition of bondage and futility existed “until now”.  The language “until now” indicates that something has happened to facilitate the arrival of the “spirit filled man” again in the earth.  We know that the event that “until now” is the ability of men to become born again, spirit filled sons of God again, through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  

Having the Spirit in us, and glory of God upon us, we now have the ability to cause those things we have need of to once again become attracted to us.  

Likeness

Not only did God give us His image, but He also gave us His likeness.  Believe it or not, this is the key to our working in the manner in which God created us to work.  Having an understanding of our likeness to God allows us to overcome the curse and the need to toil, labor and sweat for our needs to be met.  

The root word for “likeness” in Genesis 1:26 is translated to mean: to meditate, muse, consider or to think or to act like.   God has given man the ability to think and act like Him.  God acts or works through His Words.  Whenever we read that God did a thing, it is really referencing the act of God speaking. God thought creatively and spoke what He thought. His thoughts are the things that fill the earth.  His thoughts are manifested by the words that He speaks.  

Throughout Genesis chapter 1, we read that “God said” and then we saw what God said manifested.  Genesis 2:2 declares that: 

“God ended his work which he had made: and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 

Spirits act by speaking.   The Bible calls God’s act of speaking, and the corresponding product of His speech “work”. This work consisted of the process of God taking His thought and purposefully speaking them; causing what was once confined in His intangible mind, to enter into the tangible world and manifest itself.  This is important for us to have this same perspective and understanding of how we are to approach our work and cause manifestation in our lives.  An old Aramaic translation of Genesis 2:7, translates this verse as saying that God made man “another speaking spirit”.  God created man in His likeness, so we too could have the ability to work just as He works.  
Even after the fall, retained his ability to “act like God”, in his ability to think and speak creatively.  This ability of man to think and speak creatively gives him the ability to achieve that which otherwise would seem impossible.  An example of man exercising his likeness to God as he worked is seen in Genesis chapter 11.  Specifically, the Bible reads:

“Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. Then they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth. ”But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. And the LORD said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them. Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.” So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city” (Genesis 11:1-8).
It is evident from the text that the key to man’s success in this work was attributed to his ability to: (1) think creatively, and (2) speak or communicate his thoughts to others.  God testified that, if He did not intervene in this work that nothing man put his mind to do would be impossible for him to accomplish.  God stopped man’s work, not by sending a warring angel or a natural disaster, but by disrupting his ability to speak to one another.  What a revelation!  The same bricks, mortar and tools they used to build the tower to its present height were still available, but they could not go any further because their ability to utilize their likeness to God was frustrated.  Without this power the work could not continue.  The same applies to man’s work today.  We cannot fulfill our assignments and purpose in life without approaching our work utilizing the provision God has given us.  Like the workers at Babel; we can have all the tools and resources to complete a job, but if we abandon God’s way of doing things, we will be unable to realize the fruit of our labor.

Man’s greatest work is to manifest in the earth the creativity God placed within him. This is why we are not satisfied when we work for money and not for purpose.  The jobs we work have a “job descriptions”, which in reality function as boundaries and limitations upon the employee’s abilities and creativity.  They become captive to a generalized statement or tasks which do not take into consideration the individual’s created purpose.  The employer develops the employee’s conformity and not their creativity which causes them to be unique and invaluable to the world.  When the employee’s creativity is marginalized and they become conformed to a standard, they lose their inherent value and become expendable.  Under these conditions they are never paid their real worth and therefore must work harder to try to experience the fulfillment that can only be found in their pursuing their purpose not money.  In addition, they are easily replaced because they have become conformed to a model employee, instead of being the creator that God created them to be.

Working in God’s likeness causes us to become invaluable because we are the only one who can manifest what God has placed on the inside of us.  It cannot be duplicated or standardize nor given an artificial value.  Our ability to think creatively and speak authoritatively causes us to be co-creators with God.  Creators never run out of resources because they are supplied by what they possess on the inside of them.  Consumers are always in need of more because they depend on what outside of them to provide what they need.  Therefore, if we are to be delivered from lack and insufficiency we must work creatively with our thoughts and words, just as God did to fulfill the purposes and needs He saw in the earth.
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