“Before Time Began”
Genesis 1:1-2b, 1:28


When the Bible uses the phrase; “In the beginning…”, it in most instances, is not referring the beginning of “all things”.  It is actually describing to us the start or origin of a specific dispensation or order of events in time. There is One who has no beginning, who cannot be quantified by time or defined by terminology or language.  What we do know of Him is at His prerogative.  His work outside of this permissive revelation will remain unknown to us and is far more extensive than what we understand as being the beginning of all things.  

Time is a creation of God created to fulfill a specific purpose in His sovereign will.  To accurately understand much of the Bible and the perspective from which God’s speaks, we must first come to the realization that: (1) God is not subject to time, (2) time is a creation of God, (3) time is lineal and progressive, (4) Eternity is non lineal and non chronological, (5) from eternity all things have already been consummated by God, who is outside of time, (6) time is limited, having a definite beginning and end, and (7) eternity is limitless having no beginning nor ending.  

Therefore, we often see God in scripture speaking in the past tense about things that have not come to pass in time yet.  This is because He is not speaking from time, but from eternity into time.  This is the essence of “revelation”.   The revealing of that which already exist but is unknown to man due to his perspective from which he is observing a particular matter.
Revelation
Throughout the Bible God provides for our edification select insights and revelation into an era of existence that occurred before time began.  Revelation is the unveiling or revealing of that which exist but obscured from the perception of another.  Every revelation God provides man, that man could no other way obtain, has a predetermined reason, purpose and outcome in mind.  This is evident because there are matters that took place within the realm of eternity, in times past, even of things to come, that God chose in His sovereign discretion not to reveal to man because it would not add to God’s redemptive or man’s revelation of God (see Revelations 10:1-4).  Therefore, whenever God provides revelation to man, it become incumbent upon us to unearth it purpose and meaning for our lives, if it has not been expressly stated.

In the Beginning God …

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God (The Governor of the Kingdom went forth to survey the territory)  was moving over the surface of the waters.  Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light day, and the darkness He called night and there was evening and there was morning, one day (Genesis 1:1-5 ).
Everything that God creates is good and purposeful.  With this being the case, how did the earth come to a place where the Bible declares that it was formless and void, with darkness prevailing in the absence of light?  The answer is found in events that occurred prior to the beginning that we are introduced to in Genesis 1:1.  The condition of the earth that we are introduced to in Genesis 1:1-3 is not a consequence of creative neglect, oversight or poor management, but divine judgment!  God’s declaration of light was an exercise of dominion over another dominion 

We know that God does not create anything without  it having a definite purpose. That which God creates is also good in His eyes (See Genesis 1: 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31).  The Bible declares that every good and perfect gift comes from God (James 1:17). God did not create the earth in vain, darkness or chaos, but created it to be inhabited.  Therefore, if God created the heavens and the earth in glorious purposeful perfection - what happened to it? The answer is found by studying the word that comprises Genesis 1:2.  

In Genesis 1:2, the Bible records that: “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep …”
The words, “and the earth was without form and void” are translated from the Hebrew words “tohu va’ bohu” .   The word translated “was” is translated from the Hebrew word ”bayab” which is means “to become” and carries with it the understanding of something “coming to pass”. The word “tohu” means to be without form, confusion, chaos, and waste.  The word “va’” simply means “and”.  The word “bohu” means to be a “ruin”, to be empty and void.  In summary, it is indicative of a state of lack of order.  Now that we know that the words used in Genesis 1:2 indicates that something came to pass that caused the earth to become void, a ruin and filled with confusion, chaos, we must seek an answer for its cause.

After God created the earth, a chain of events occurred that caused the earth to become dark, void and chaotic.  To begin to understand what happened, we must be careful not to assume that verses 1 and 2 of Genesis occurred within close proximity to one another from a chronological stand point.  A verse in the Bible can represent a day or innumerable years.  Many Bible scholars believe that millions of years expired between verses 1 and 2 of Genesis chapter 1. This would support the archeological and carbon dating evidence gathered by science of animal and plant remains that indicate that life on earth existed millions of years ago. As it has been over the decades, science is gradually confirming that which God has plainly stated in His word.

From a scriptural perspective, God has laid out the course of events that lead up to the earth falling in ruin  in His word.  I have gathered these scriptures in laid them out in the order in which I believe they took place.  In attempt to add clarification to some of the verse, I will add my own comments as a support to the scripture and our understanding of it.
In Genesis 1:1, the Bible declares, 

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”.  

This declaration reveals that God is the origin and Creator of all there is in the heavens and in the earth.  It refutes man’s supposition that the universe, heaven or the earth was a product of random coincidence or happenstance.  God had a purpose and plan for all that exists and He is the Author and Creator of all there is.
In Revelations 12:7-9, the Spirit of the Lord reveals to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, events that took place before time began, and how earth became the habitation for a being created for heaven.  Specifically it reads:

“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”  (NKJV)(Underline added).

Revelation 12:9 reveals that Satan was not created for or placed in the earth, but was cast or thrown out into the earth as an act of divine judgment.  Sin having been found in Satan, he could no longer be in the presence of a Holy God.  In addition, Satan act of high treason, in attempting to usurp the very throne of God, caused him and his followers to be forcibly removed from heaven and excommunicated to a physical dimension where they are subject to darkness (absence of God’s presence and Light) as well as the limitations inherent with living in a physical reality. Satan soon found out that his glory and splendor did not originate within himself, but was a consequence of the One in whom presences he served.  Satan was not the Source of his glory, but only served as a reflector or mirror for the glory of God throughout heaven.  A reflector’s glory is determined by the strength of and its proximity to the source of its light.  Turn off or remove the reflector from the light and the reflector ceases to emit glory or light.  This is what happened to Satan.  Having been removed from the Light and presence of God, his creative purpose was lost, (that is to reflect God’s glory while in His presence), he no longer could retain the name of Lucifer, which means “light bearer”, because biblically names are given as a representation of the one being name character and destiny.

God also gave the prophet Ezekiel insight into the fall of Satan and his excommunication from God heavenly Kingdom to earth. 

“Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. {sardius: or, ruby} {beryl: or, chrysolite} {emerald: or, chrysoprase} Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee"( Ezekiel 28:13-18, KJV)(Underline added).
I underlined the five “I will” statement by God as He pronounces judgment over Satan for a reason.  We will see in an upcoming description of Lucifer’s fall, that he now known as Satan, will mimic God and try again to overrule God by making five “I will” statements of his own.

God reveals that Satan’s former occupation was that of a “covering cherubim” that had access into the very presence and glory of God.  God describes Lucifer as having been a beautiful and purposefully created and constructed being whose occupation it was to reflect God’s glory.  God also reveals that Lucifer was a being created to compose beautiful music of worship before His presence.  Lucifer was constructed in such a manner that whenever he moved, the instruments that were part of his being, would issue a perfect and beautiful sound of worship before God.  As Lucifer went about his duties his movement would caused to be issued a song that the other angelic beings heard and would worship God thereby.  However, Lucifer began to mistake his occupation as a worshipper and worship leader, as being the object of worship.  When he forsook his purpose, he likewise lost his place.  Now totally contaminated with sin, he could no longer preside in God’s presence or Kingdom, and was thrown from heaven to earth as a filthy rag.  Having no glory or light to reflect, he could no longer be called the “light bearer”, but became known as the “devil” and “Satan”.   These names both describe this fallen being as being an” accuser and slanderer”.  This title, more than likely, was attributed to the work of Satan after announcement of and creation of man.  For, in Revelations 12:10, he is said to be the “accuser of our brethren”.  There are some extra biblical accounts that contribute Lucifer’s fall from glory as being attributed to God’s announcement of His intention to create a being in His likeness and image, to which He would give “god-like” rule within God’s Kingdom in the earth. Lucifer, feeling that he was more deserving of this honor, coupled with his pride and desire to rule refused to bow to God’s will and rebelled against God himself.  It is said that this is the reason he is filled with such great wrath against mankind and is set against destroying him and the image of God in which he was created. The Book of Revelation makes reference to this account in that it declares: 

“Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time” (Revelations 12:12, KJV).

Without any direct statement in scripture to the support of such assertions, we can only rely upon the direct statements of scripture that reveals that Lucifer strove to replace God and was cast from heaven to the earth as a result.

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus reveals to His disciples that He personally witnessed the expulsion and fall of Satan from heaven, when He told them: 

 "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven” (Luke 10:18 KJV).

The prophet Isaiah details Satan’s response to God’s expulsion and declaration of his doom.  If you will recall in Ezekiel 28 we saw that God made five “I will” declarations that outline the ultimate undoing of Satan.  Specifically, God said:  

1. I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God 
2. I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 
3. I will cast thee to the ground,
4.  I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 
5. I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee"
Satan responds to God’s declarations by making 5 proud declaration of himself, which contradicts God’s declarations and speak of his desire to be like God.  Specifically, the text reads:

"How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.' Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit”  (Isaiah 14:12, NKJV).
Satan’s five “I will” declarations are as follows:

1. I will ascend into heaven
2. I will exalt my throne above the stars of God
3. I will also sit on the mount of the congregation
4. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds
5. I will be like the Most High
We know that these “I will” statements were not made in heaven because the text says that: 

1. that Lucifer was fallen from heaven (v.12)

2. he has been cut down to the ground (v.12)

3. I will ascend into heaven (v. 13)

4. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds (v. 14)

These statements describe his position as it relates to heaven as being below them and on the earth.  There would be no need to ascend into heaven or above the heights of the clouds, which are above the earth but below heaven, if he was already in heaven.  Therefore, Satan having been ousted from heaven looks up from the earth, with his fist clinched and swears back at God in defiance of the judgments and decrees imposed upon him.

As we approach verse 2 of Genesis chapter one, we understand that Satan has been cast from heave to the earth and for an unascertainable duration of time ruled the earth.  However, even during this period of time, God never intended Satan’s rule of earth to be an enduring one.  He purposed in His heart to redo the earth and cause it to become a physical reflection of His heavenly Kingdom.  This would require Him to subdue the current ruler over the earth again and remake so that it is habitable for His new rulers to live. 

Prior to the arrival of God’s new rulers, the Holy Spirit in the book of Jeremiah gives him a glimpse of what the earth looked when God began the remodeling purging process of the earth in preparation for the arrival of man.  Specifically, the text reads: 

“I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void; And the heavens, they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, And all the hills moved back and forth. I beheld, and indeed there was no man, And all the birds of the heavens had fled. I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness, And all its cities were broken down At the presence of the LORD, By His fierce anger. For thus says the LORD: "The whole land shall be desolate; Yet I will not make a full end” (Jeremiah 4:23-27 NKJV).

The picture Jeremiah is shown is one in which God has begun the purging process, just prior to Him washing (or flooding) the earth with water in preparation for His man ruler.  The text reveals that something cataclysmic has taken place in that the earth’s foundation had been shaken, there was no light at all, the mountains had been shaken and moved, there was no animal life, nor was there any man.  Jeremiah 4:25 specifically says that there was “no man”.  In addition, verse 27 also let us know that God has future plans for the earth when it states that God declares, “Yet I will not make a full end” of the earth.  The fact that the text uses the same language found in Genesis 1:2 -3, in that the earth is without form and void and there was no light, indicates that this was the period of time prior to God beginning the process of making the earth habitable for man.  As mentioned earlier, many believe that this period of time was that in which the dinosaurs lived.  We do know from scientific research and evidence that the dinosaurs died quickly.  They have found skeletal remains of animals being pulverized and killed as they ate a meal.  This evidence seems quite conclusive that they died in an instant due the fact that animals will not continue to eat if they are aware of a cataclysmic event is in process.  Most scientists believe that the only force that could cause such devastation would be an asteroid hitting the earth.  Something from the heavens hitting the earth with such violence that it would not only shake the earth’s foundation but would shoot so much debris in the air that the earth would be enveloped in complete and utter darkness.   This account would support the Bible’s depiction of Satan and a third of heaven’s angels being cast into the earth.  Jesus said it was like lightning hitting the earth (Luke 10:18). Here Satan and his fallen angels would rule the earth in utter darkness.

Some have argued that Satan and his angels were already hear before these cataclysmic events took place and did not perish with the animal and plant life because they are spirits and are not impacted by the loss of light, breathable air or the violence of the physical destruction around them.  This is not totally out of the realm of possibility due to the fact that Satan was familiar enough with the serpent that he had the ability to negotiate with it and convince it to allow him to use its body in entering the Garden and deceiving man.  It has been scientifically proven that reptiles are one of the oldest forms of animal life on the planet.  Satan used the serpent’s body and voice to manifest his diabolical will in entering the Garden and deceiving man.  

It appears from scripture that neither Satan nor the serpent was authorized to enter the Garden.  The Bible describes and identifies the serpent as a “beast of the field” (Genesis 3:1).  The field was the area outside of the Garden.  However Satan, through manipulation, convinced the serpent to allow him to use his body and to trespass the boundary established by God as off limits.  I believe this was one reason God was so hard on the serpent by cursing and subjecting it to crawl on its belly as a perpetual reminder of its error.   This act of penetrating: (1) the serpents will, (2) the boundary God established as his habitation, and (3) finally the will of man, is why he is called the “devil”.  The word devil comes from the word “diabolos” which is not an noun but an adjective which describes the mode of Satan’s of operation.  The word diabolos is comprised of the words “dia” and “ballo”.  The word dia is a primary preposition which is often translated to mean “through”.  It gives the understanding of something being penetrated.  As a primary preposition denotes the means by which an act is done. The word ballo is a verb which means to throw, thrust or to insert into something.  By translating the name devil, we gain insight into how he operates.  His primary mode of operation is by penetrating the will of an individual or entity tolegally gains access to that which he, in and of himself,  has not legal authority or right to enter or occupy. We do not have any record of the devil being in the Garden of Eden prior to the fall.  It appears that the serpent had access to the Garden of God although it was not a resident. Satan legally gained access to the Garden by penetrating the serpent.  By penetrating and using the serpent, he could legally gained access to mankind. Once in the Garden he had access to the woman.  By penetrating the woman he legally gained access to the authority God gave to man.  By his ultimate penetration of man’s will, he caused man to legally give him authority in the earth.  By man heading Satan’s voice and taking that which God declared as His sovereign possession, man’s authority was transferred to Satan.  

Genesis 1:2
“The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2 NKJV).
At this point in time, we are told that God’s Spirit (The Governor) leaves His eternal heavenly Kingdom and enters into time to survey earth’s condition.  The first thing were are told is that the earth is without form, void, dark and covered with water.  I don’t believe that the words “without form and void” means that the earth had no shape.  Everything has a shape.  However, I believe that this wording alludes to the fact that there was no order and purpose found in its present condition.  As mentioned earlier, the Hebrew translation of this text, “tohu va bohu” gives us the understanding that there was confusion, chaos and an lack of order.  

